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Proceedings at Baltimore, December, 1886. xvii 

chosen function I hope may be to explain and keep this almost 
perished literature of Louisiana. I am struck by the fact that 
Prof. Fortier refers to books which he could not procure — books 
which are fast passing away. I cannot refrain from the ex- 
pression of my pleasure, when I am here led to hope that this 
literature shall not die. 

Dr. H. A. Todd (Johns Hopkins University) followed next 
with a paper on 

6. " Guillaume de Dole : an unpublished Old French Ro- 
mance."* 

Mr. F. M. Warren (Johns Hopkins University) made some 
remarks on this paper and among other things said : It would 
be quite interesting to trace the time when the Roman d' Aventure 
flourished and the causes of its decay. I think that, roughly 
speaking, the period of its excellence could be placed between 
1 1 90 and 1250, though Philippe de Beaumanoir wrote 'La Ma- 
nekine ' and ' Blonde d'Oxford ' after that date. The origin seems 
to be in some way connected with the episode of the Breton- 
Cycle, an indication of which is found in Raoul de Houdenc, 
who imitated Crestien de Troies in the development of episodes 
which make true Romans d'Aventure. Raoul, as seen in Huon 
de MeYy, ' Le Tournoiement de l'Antechrist,' was dead in 1235, 
or by the middle point of the epoch which is given. It appears 
probable that the growth of the allegorical element in literature 
led to the destruction of the narrative novels in verse and the 
beginning of this allegory is seen likewise in Raoul de Houdenc, 
' Roman des Ailes,' etc., which must have appeared two decades 
before the ' Roman de la Rose,' (1235 ?). 

In answer to a question of Prof. Cohn, Mr. Warren said : In 
' G6rard de Nevers ' (before 1225) by Girbert de Montreuil, occur 
some twenty-five verses in a united laisse taken from the cycle 
of William of Orange. They are represented to have been 
sung in various castles by G6rard disguised as a minstrel. 

After this, Professor L. A. Stager (President of Summer 
School of Languages, Burlington, Vt.) presented a communica- 
tion on 

*Cf. "Transactions," pp. 107-157, for the full paper. 



